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n * — gifts unto your Children ; bam much more ſhall 

| cavemy Farther, give the holy Im to them that 
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Tust, is POOR any "00 this: the Apen 
time more generally miſtaken or wreſted than 


this: down from the + Maternal Houſe of Rome,. 
through her many lewd Daughters even to the loweſt 
Claſs of ;fſenters i it is ſuppoſſed to countenance them in 
praying for the Spitit in the ſenſe it did the Apoſtles; or 
at leatt, they hope to attain it either by right of f fue. 
ceſſion or divine inſpiration as the Apoſtles did. And 
no ſooner are they in their own imagination poſſeſſed of 
this; but they ſet up for Dictators, and would dad 
on us for Oracles, either their clerical dogmas, or 
enthuſiaſtic Drea Why, And however the Chriſtian for 
rather the- Antich ol fan). World may differ about the 
mode of things, ye 4 they agree in the main of their 
HOppoſition, to the word of God, and work ee, 
X that the former is t ſufficient to give us an underſtünl⸗- 2 9 
oi ding ; and the latter not ſufficient to ſave without the 3 * 
cooperation of human endeavours. The word of GG N 
is a divine aſſiſtance to believe, and alone ſufficient? to 1 - 
ive us an underſtanding ſee John 20.31. I Rex aan e 
I deny this, do in effect deny the tuificitney of Chr, 
5 pn the work he finiſhed on "he. Croſs to lave; as 4H Ine 
. only by the former, we know any thing of the Ja . 5 
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God gave his Spirit to inſtruct his people of Od. 
. Neb. o 20. but the way and manner he did it Fer, 3 


was by his Spirit ſpeaking in bis Prophets,” ſo row D 
de has giren his Spirit to inſtruct us; but it ſpeaks on 
4 in the e our Lord, Mol: bis of 14d by 
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| Gen 22. 18. And in thy ſeed Kb. ſv how fail 
. comes by hearing only; and hearing by the - 
Ws. God. In order to confirm this truth, and at the fame 
Þ time take off the elofles | oh are caſt on the wordS%of 
' Chriſt here; we ſhall take the following method iſt. 
þ 'To thew that it was the Diſciples he ſpoke to there. 
 a2dly. That it was the extraordiary gift of the Spirit 
he there alludes to. 3dly. That it was they to whom it 
was promiſed, and more particularly they, who were ex- 
horted to pray and wait for the accomplifhment of the 
Promiſe. Ard 4ly ſhall ſhew when the Promiſe was 
fulfin' d. And 5thly and laſtly fhall ſhew the reaſon why 
the Holy Ghoſt was ſo given to them, and fo conclude 
by with a few remarks on the whole. And firſt, that it 
was the Diſciples he ſpoke to there, appears from the 
BG + erding art of the Chapter as well as from the 
Text itſelf; Verse, the firſt, One of his Diſciples 
Faid unto him ” Lord teach us d pray as John alſo 
taught his Diſciples ”? &c. Afteſ Raving taught them. 
he proceeds to a ſimile or a parable on the ſubject, 
and deduces from thence the ſtrong argument the 
Text contains to the duty of prayet e If ye then being 
5 4 evil know how to give good gifts to your Children, 
how much more ſhall not your heavenly Father give 
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Poſſttion: viz that it was the Difeiples only, he ad- 
;drefſes in this Exhortation. And if we regard the 
N : we ſhall find that it is the real Diſciples and 


D 1 99 5 Ly | | ©, followers 


„ b Ws common when people cannot wack their contmpt 
| . the Word, to cry out that faith is the gift of God, and we muit 
Wait and pray for it &c. It's granted in the ſenſe above but in no 
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7 The relation according to the text, they ſtand 
into God, as his Children, ſufficiently proves this Pro- 


other, for as it is the belicf of the Truth it can have no ſeparate 4 
fence from that Trutt. And the way it comes is not by praying, 
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Hows of Chriſt only. that are the proper cubjefts 4 
Exhortation: both to this, and every other Chriſtian 
duty. For whatſoever is not of faith is ſin, and 
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without * faith it is impoſſible. to pleaſe God. Let 1 
all the followers of Chriſt learn then, to be iaſlant in 8 
prayer. 1 
 20ly That it was the extraordinary gift of the Spirit 1 
the Lord alludes to here, apears from theſe confderati- =: 
ons, firſt, the Context and coherence of the place ſpeaks Ig if 
for this ſenſe, for 4 in the next verle it is aid, Aud "ok 
hae was caſting out a Devil and it was dumb, a it 4 
came to paſs whey the Devil was gone out, the dumb = 
ſpeak, and the people wondered. Second, tio? the. 8 
Piſciples could by the power and authority of Jeſus 1 
Chriſt do Miracles Lab 9. 1. 2 and had received the = 
Spirit of trath, for they confeſs him the Chriſt of God, 'F 


Lute 9. 20, yet had they not received it as the pledge 
or Htoken of the full comencement of Chriſt's New 
Teſtament Church or Kingdom; not in tae ſenſe in 
tended by Chriſt in the Text; for he encourages them 
k to pray for it: therefore it was a thing under future 


ig Expectation ; and fo muſt be the extroardinary gift $ 
| - of, the Spitit in the ſenſe of J:bz 7. 397 ?* But this 3 
2 ſpake he of the Spirit which they that believe on bim | oy” ; 1 
5 fuld receive, for the Heoly-ghoſt WAS NOT IEP. | 4 
4 GLVEN becauſe that jeſus was not yet glorified. 2 4 
s Having clear'd this, we hall proc coed next to the 14 Nene | 
/ prop. wiz. "That it was the Diſciples who had the brot. : 9 we i 
8 miſe of the Ext tigten gift ot the Spirit, and W.. MY 1 
2 were in particular comma:.ded to pray and wait for 135 9 
| | Late 24. 49. ſuinviently proves this, And beheld (ſays 9 
Jueſus to ins Dilciples) I ſend the promiſe of my Fankic?-. i} 

4 


upon you; but tarry-ye at jerulalem) until ye be en⸗ 
dowed with power from an high, Fhus we ſee it Was 
the 1 to whom the promite Was made, and bd, 
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Hence appears the abſurdity of thoſe Teachers who! tags” 1 ets 
dire Hing their Igaurant Fellowers to the Lord Jelus as a Propitiatiaß N 9 1 
_ » thruga feith in his Hook OT thong: o pray © and wt c. 0 1 3 . b 
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were in particular commanded to wait for it's accom - 
pliſnment. The ſaid promiſe we find repeated Johns 
14. 16. It was to & remain a comforter with them in 
his ſtead, and verſe the 26 But the comforter which 
is the Holy. ghoſt whom the Father will ſend in my 
name, he ſhalt teach you all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance, whatſoever I have ſaid unto 
+... you. Chap. 16. 7, 8 the promiſe is a gain repeated 
5 verſe 14 He ſhall glorify me ſaith Chriſt, for he ſhall 
x receive of mine, and ſhall thew it unto you. Accor- 
Bl dingly we find when the Apoſtles had received it, ſpeak- 
ing by their mouths the Spirit glorified not himſelf by 
| Acſcribing Salvation to any of his opperations on the 
human mind, but the perſon and work of Chriſt alone. 
Tee Acts, 2. 52. 36. According to the direction of their 
Lord, Luke 24. 49 we find the Apoſtles after his reſur- 
ection A&s 1. 12 returned to Jeruſalem, ?** and when 
they were come in, they went up into an upper room, 
were abode both Peter and james, and John, and An- 
NVdirew; Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Mat- 
; _ .thew; James the ſon of Alpheus, and Simon Zelotes, 
and Judas the Brother of James: Theſe all continu'd 
with one accord in prayer and * » ag &c. no 
p 1 donbt, for the fulfilment of the promiſe. Prayer ſhould 
be always grounded on ſome promiſe, otherwiſe it is 
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+, | only tempting of God. 1 
hich brings us to the 4th. Prop. vis When was 
3 this promiſe fulfilled ? Their prayer was heard. and the 
promiſe fulfilled ON THE DAY OF PENTICOST. 
his appears from 4s, 2. 1, 2, 3, 4 and when the 
day of Penticoſt was fully came, they were all with 
Gone accord in one place. And ſuddenly there came a 
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ſound from heaven as of a mighty ruſhing Wind, and 


[4 
VVDpᷣ it filled all the Houſe where they were fitting. And 
$22. "2? there appear'd unto them cloven Tongues like as of 
„ire, and it fat upon each of them. And they were all 

FS, 2 AIFd with the Holy-ghoſt and began to ſpeak with o- 
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ther Tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. It 
A 1 l . 
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FN And now he abides with the Church as their comforter iu 

tte Apoſtolle word. And is called the Spirit of Adoption” s op- 

. FER to the Law or Spirit of bondage that engenders feat, {20 
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3s 7 farther apparent from the Apoſtle's appli- 
Fation of the Propheſy of Joel to that event, verſe 16. 1 
(ys Peter) this is that which was ſpoken by the Pro- 1 
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her Joel. And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days, be 
far God, I will power out of my Spirit upon all fleſh, . 
(that is the Gentile diſciples alſo who in the Apoſtolic 15 
age received the like gitt, ſee Chap. 10. 45. and 19. 3 


6) and your ſons and your Daughters ſhall Propheſy &c, 
| Thus we fee the time of the fulfilment of this pro- 
| mile of the Spitit power'd out on the Apoſtles and pri- 

mitive Eiders ef the Church, was the day of Penticeft. 

werſe the 39 is no objection, nor argument for the con- 

tinuance of the ſaſd gitts of the Holy-ghoſt in the ſenſe 

the Apoſtles had them, for both Experience and Scrip- 

ture ſnews they are ceaſed fee Cor. 13. 8 but it ra- 

ther ſhews agreeable to Jebn 14. 16 that he is the Chur, 

6 che's abiding comforter in the promiſe of life mad | 
known in the goſpel, as before obſerv'd. 125 8 iS 

Now we come to the 5th Prop. Why did Gas: ive 5 £ '- i 

the Holy-ghoſt in ſuch a manner to the Arster f re. 
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is a beauty and order in all the Divine proceedings, 2” oy 1 
in nothing more ſo, than in this. The reaſon why he ra 
did ſo, the Lord himſelf aſſigns Late 24. 48 Al ye 7 9 
are Witneſſes of theſe things, that is of all he did | 


and ſuffered, and of his reſurection from the dead . 1 
And ſee Acts 2. 32 this jeſus hath God raiſed up where- 8 1 
of we all are Witneſs Chap. 3. 14, 15 But ie =. 
Hied the holy one and the juſt, and deff red a M arge . 
to be granted unto you, and killed the Prince of Tal, ©: n 
whom God hath raiſed from the dead; whereof W AA 
WITNESSES. and Chap. 4. 33 and with great power: -þ 
gave the Apoſtles Witneſs of the reſurrettion of - Find 
EO Lord Jeſus. and Chap. $+ 30, 31; 3%. 1 he mae . 
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* It's manifeſt the gifts are cio tho' not the Fa ee 8 
them ; The impoſition of hands with b Receive thou the Holp y-ghof 5 117 . 
Nare ſtrong pretentions but unlefs they could de miracles them, 4 
ſelves and beſtow that Power on others as the Apoltles did. my 97 | 
pretentions to theſe things muſt in the Eye of reaſon be 8 . vr: if 
** „And yet if the caſe of G. Luking mentioned 10 Ine 03. if 
Papers June 24 1788 be a truth, we may Corn 10 1 1 
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les both of Chriſt's reſurection and of the 1 Truth of 
the Goſpel they preach'd. That Truth they preached, 


Feſus our Lord from the dead. That in his name 1s 
preached to men of every! Nation, remiſſion of ſins 
and eternal Life. That there is Salvation in no other. 
That by him all that believe are JUSTiF1&D PROM ALL 
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Law of Moſes. 

OY Now as it was neceſſary that the pentateuch of Moſes 
Mould be eſtabliſhed in the field of Zoan in Egypt, ſo it 
Was neceſi: ary this Truth ſhould be confirm'd in the 
| midſt of ir's Enemies, as the Apoſtles were Gods 
Witneſſes choſen and appointed of God to & conſumate 
divine revelation, ſo theſe gifts of che Holy-ghoſt were 

1 to qualify them for their Office. 

Accordingly Chriſt ſays when ſpeaking of the Spirit 
be ſhall bring all things to your remembrance What» 
beter I have ſaid unto you. fo likewiſe we are told 
that God bear them Witneſs both with ſigns and won. 
ders and with divers Miracles, and gifts of the Holy. 
*. ghoſt according to his own will, Heb 2, 4, ——thus we 
Tee the end and deſign of God giving the Apoſtles &c. 
me extraordinary gifts of the Spirit. 

Now to conclude with a few remarks on the whole. 
Remark iſt. Was it the Diſciples the Lord ſpoke to in 
" the text? This ſhould be a caution to us how we apply or 
\ "ndopr. the Scriptures, Jeſt we reſt them to our own 


abs 
— 
1 
. 
15 
1 | 
. * 
* 
N 

+ 
15 
* 

„ 

1 

* 
* LEI 

= 

" 


— 


75 115 boy 0 Fr a ET | 5 y | 

56%, AG * receives that Truth, the Apoſtles preach, receives 

rn . Spirit. They deceive themſelves who profeſs to believe that 

Hy + Record, and yet wait for ſome other bine to witneſs Weit 

15 bY 1,0 in Chriſt, | 

5 8 The Expoſition of the Old Teſtament given by the Apoltles' 55 
5 12 the New, is a compleat Syſiem of Truth. 80 that we ang.” 

* zn need of no human Expofitions as they in general turn b Sew”: 
1 en ee, to ſome part er other of thoſe Sacred records. 1 5 mk 
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thus gi ven, is BY a cortoloed K 1 with the Apes . 


and rn do in their writings is, that Cod hath raiſed | 


THINGs, from which they could not be juſtified by the 


gion as many do, 2d. Was it the Extraordinary 
3 2 bf the holy-Ghoſt he encourages them to pray for as 
e conſidred! ? How abſurd and ridiculous mult it be to 
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he exhorts us to the duty; and we may be ſure that he 
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than as darkneis ſucceeds the Light. God never Ups: . 8+ 

Witneſs to them as to the. Apoſtles; their Authorits| - 4 "3 
therefore is nothing but uſurpation. Was we to regard. ©. | 
the many lo! her's; and lo! ther's ! who pretend to cle? Seas 

5 Ticul Authority, and a ſeparate Spirit, what à Sea" „ 1H, 
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ray or wait for the Spirit now in the ſame way, as many 
907 zdly. Had the Apoſtles the Promiſe of God to war- 
rant their petitions? They had, as well as his encourage- 
ment to the duty. Let us then be as ſure of the former, 
in all our petitions as we are of the latter, i e, let us 
be as ſure we aſk nothing bat what is agreeable to his will 
made known in the promiſe of his word, as we are that 


heareth us; nay having this ground (the Promiſe of 
God) we may fay thro' faith we have the petition that 
we defired, John, 5, 14, 4thly. Was the Apoſtles prayer 
anſwer'd, and the promiſe fulfiled on the day of Penti- 
colt? Let us be encouraged from hence to be inſtant in 
prayer. Gird up the loyns of our mind, be ſober, and 
hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unts 
us at ihe revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. 

The divine faithfulneſs is matter of comfort and encou- 
ragement here. For ſo ſure as God ſent the Meſiah 1s 
finiſh tranſgreſſion; make reconcilation for iniquity, ant 
bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and the Holy ghoſt. 
to teſtify of him and enable the Apoſtles to be bis Vit. o 5 | 
nefles ; ſo ſure will he come again according to his Pro 
miſe to the eternal conſolation of all that look for him. 

5thly. and laſtly. Was the deſign of God in giving 
the Holy-ghoſt to the Apoſtles as he did, to make hem 
his Witneſſes to the people, to conſumate divine Diving. 
Revelatiou, and ratify that Revelation to future Ages! 
Then the Apoſtles alone are the Standards of Ortho. © 
doxy, and have the prerogative to ſay he that is of God” 2. 
heareth us, he that is not of God heareth not us. Ih Fa F 
we have a certain rule to try the Spirits by. Henes 5 0 | 
may ſee the propriety of thoſe Words e are the” Light "af 1 
the World and whoſocver fins ye remit they are remitiod.h . 1 
unto them. Likewiſc the impropriety, aſſuming price, N N 

and boaſting arrogancy of thoſe who pretend td be hs | 

Apoſtles ſucceſſors, and yet ſacceed them no oer, : 
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1 ſhould fre float on? But va fag the 
' Apoſtle believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits we 
| ther they are of God; never was there more need of this 
caution than now. The iniquitious traditions of the 
Gentile Church about the Spirit, being almoſt rived 
do as high a pitch as that of the Jews abet their Oral 
Law. Chriſt tells them that by their traditions they 
had made the word of God ot no effect. To what 
an enormous height this was carried by that eople; fee 
Prideaux in his Conec &c. Vol 2 Page 464 and 465 
de. Did they reckon the written Law as a dead Let- 


generality of Chriſtians ſo called, in compariſon te 
9 what they call the Spirit and his work. The power- 
ful word ul God a dead Letter till annimated by their 
Spirit! amazing impicty this. I call it theirs, becauſe 
lhe Koa 1 how of no other Spirit but that which ſpeaks in _ 
TY + Scriptures. 'The Letter or Law itſelf is not dead ; 

Paul fays ir 4illeth, but the Spirit or Goſpel he Mich 
Poveth Life. 2 Cer. 3.6 The Goſpel of Chriſt ho 
p 1555 Aebi ſays Ya 1.16) is the Power of God to Sa va 
n to every one that believeth, may we ever reit in 
„ * as ſuch ! for by a parity of reaſon, they who are wait- 
1 5 Ang or looking for any other Power, are of the Num- 


pl 5 0 them that believe not. If "the above hints tend 


yy 


99 7 undeceive ſuch, and awaken their attentions to the 
Seriptares; guard the Children of the Truth againſt 
e Enthofiaſm of the preſent, day, I bave my deſire 
In writing. and ſhall conclude. in thoſe words of the 
1 Gd. and which I think ſufficiently fupports all 
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ke 1 1 beget or give us an underſtanding. John 20, 31. But 
bn Bs, 0 "theſe are written that.ye might believe that Jeſus 1 is the 
5 1 [Chriſt the Son of God, and in believing might have 
hs 3 e his Name. 
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ter in compariſon of the traditionary one? So do the 


90 "have ſaid of the ſufficiency of Gods revelation, to 


I 
. 
2 
1 
> : 


3 


whether humam, or divine; is paſte, and the report 
jtſelf, in either caſe, is the Power, . the only. power 


. believeth. Rom. 1. 16, And as to thoſe who over. IM 


| the ſufficience of the divine word to Ke . 9 99 
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5 | bee. preach. general, nor particular Redemption 
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The ne: ot Man in the recoption. of reports 


of believing; and not any thing ſeparate or * 
ſtract from it. 

Hdly. Hence that obſolete oe ” free will ” has. 4 
no real exiſtence, or meaning. The goſpel of Chriſt” nn 
is the Power of God to Salvation to every one that 


look it in queſt of ſome other; they are blinded 
by Satan's lhe which is his Powet by which he leads 
them captive | at his will. _ 
IIIdIy. Therefore they who periſh, are not ſaid ta, nt 
periſh thro' the decrees of God, or for want of #9 

ſome other Power than his word; but for. the U | , 
belief or Rejection of that ſame avord which is n 9 05 by 
Power of God. ſee Heb. 4. 19, 'So we ſee tak; e 
could not enter in BECAUSE of unbelief., _. | ro 
TVthly. The ward and Spirit are Sy nonous term 1 
in Scripture both as applied to Creation, and Cons - RF, 
verſion, iſt. On Creation it is attributed 5 the won 5 


UN | 
ſee Gen. 1. 3, 6, 9,11, 14. P/alms 33, 6. By: hc; 
word of the Lord were the Heavens made aud a a "8 
the Hoſt of them by the Breath of his Mourh,; 7 8 


verſe 9. He ſpoke and it was done, he commande ö 
and it ſtood faſt.” The ſame is attributed to , 
Spirit, ſee Gen. 1. 2, 8, P/alms 104. 30, hd He e 1 
forth his Spirit and they were Created. 
2dly. On converſion, it is call'd a Spit 7 12 
or a being born of the Spirit John 3. 8, and Hts, 8 92 
1. 23, calls it a being born again, not of cott . 
tible, but incorruptible ſeed, the WORD of CORD 0 3, 090 
Vthly. It is evident therefore that they who. 1 5 


underſtanding, do in effect deny the ficien nge l 56 
Chriſts work to ſave: N "8 1 

As it is evident we know nothing of the former, hut 1 
. Redemption. e 9 15 


Vithly. The Apoſtles in preaching: nn 


in the ſenſe or connexion of 0 ag en, 5 1 4 
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9 by je a oy. ; 
£7 Sehen! or. Faflificarion' by. Go 1 | ; ors FE 

Wed the Redemption that is in. Chriſt Jeſus. 855 2 N # L 
VIIchiy. The Apoſtolic account is, that * God of 5 


2 10 bet him forth as à Propttiation thro” ik, 5 Tis 
2 5 4 4 plain, i if we ſay either more, or 1618. 6! * 
lefigns td fave by the death of his Sen, thi 8 


15 1 8 dez therewith, we either more or leſs pervert, Or! * 
oo Corrupt the truth. From which it a pears, the; 5 
ctiptures ſuit no human Syſtem,” with it the 8 3 
ance of human. Art, to acuſt, or father In allt a=; ” 


* "a them to ft. 
0 VIIIchly. The Number. of the Redeeit d then etc 


ee with the Apoſtolic account, or R 1 
1 Chriſt | as a propitiation, thro” fajih,. and can bet WS LY 


Either more or lefs then juſt o many as by Th: | ny 
3K Felfiinony | are begotten _ again to a lively hope by. 1 Y 
5 e Reſurrection of Christ, from the dead. : | 
thy. Now as the national Church of the jens. 

Fa n 5 exiſtence as ſuch, but from the Loins ot 5 Es 
x Hs am and the 12 patriarchs thro' carnal ge 2 
 ngration ; fs that holy Nation that is Spiritual, and'® * ; 
eich the Txuh, has no exiſtence [as as, ſuch;, 15 
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he en the word of the 12 A po les of th Lamb, t 15 

5 er ſeed, the word of God which lizeth' 1 
e Rech for ever. It is this that conſtitutes "their 

ith "OM of the. operation of God, or mot 5 

8 5 Conſequently their Election, from the : 


af. the: World 3 3s. thro” Sanctißcatrion of the i 
er 'of the Truth according to 2 7577 1 1 
WT OBI. Hence it appears that none ate Ut et 
eee e God to Salvation but in him *; og 
N 8 the. ſecond” Adam. Which, Worts 
N fg | 
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es in their Exiſtence | in time, "and, hot * | 
pn their f intereſt Ing; or. Union with Him 
Waun. From: whence it follows, that 1 in the af 5 
am, or a State of nature, are in an.” equal Star ? 15 7 
3 on Res rebation, the Apoſtles, and whole Church wig . 
e hun thir W Children of wrath eyen as others: e 

A's 3. all all the Revelation of God ſupports ch 95. . 0 5 
Its 5 vie of legten und Reprobation, and When drer it . ee 
34 05 5 5 Jotherwiſe ſtated, we have ,ceafon to "(aſyo6, Shae ©. 3 
3 not the. Scriptural : doftrine, of e „ * 
52 Lene 8 e * Tae metamorphoſed, | RATE _ 
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